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Artists Statement of the Forest Studio 1 October 2014

My goal to build a platform is to have a solo space to look and listen to nature, to observe how nature solves systems problems,
these leanings are then mimicked in my longer terms projects. During my 2014 International Yatoo Artists residency | met James
Towillis who had already started building a platform to suspend in the forest, a similar outcome to a different thought process. &
This is a rare opportunity to be in and listen to a forest. Also when walking, you move too fast and miss out on the smaller details.

| study nature at a micro level, and then apply these systems and solutions to my functional public art. My site specific art aims

to contribute to the improvement of ecological infrastructure development. | am learning to mimic nature and develop

technology that works with and not against it.

The platform, our forest studio, is open to anyone in need of a contemplative space. The Yatoo Nature Art masters have inspired

me to look even deeper at nature, the way they have done for more than 30 years. The platform provides space for your

thoughts to breathe, allowing creative connections to be made that would otherwise be impossible through conscious analytical
thinking. The old landscape painting masters idealised landscape, | aim to look closely and instead of idealisation, apply nature’s
solutions in an attempt to solve social and ecological problems. By visiting the suspended platform amongst the trees in the

forest | allow for ideas to form through an accumulation of free association. According to James's research these moments of

clarity don’t occur when you are hard at work, but when you actually stop thinking about the problem you are trying to solve.
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